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 Today we hear God make a covenant, an agreement, a contract with humanity.  God 

promises never to deal with our sinfulness and our ignoring God’s law by destroying us.  You 

may say - “of course not! Why would God do such a thing"?  Or maybe you would say “God 

better not!  Who does he think he is”?  The real question is who do we think we are?  There is a 

reality that God is our creator, our King, our Lord - and we tend to forget that.  We tend to walk 

around thinking we are the complete and highest authority in the universe - but that’s not true.  

We sometimes ignore God in our world, we don’t always give God the respect God is due, and 

we treat creation as we please - not as God has directed us.  We do all this and God doesn’t come 

down and smack us around.  This isn’t because there is no God.  It is because, as we heard today, 

God has promised not to destroy us - and in fact - the God who is love has thought of another 

way to deal with us rebellious children.  God gives us a lifeboat. 

 The story of Noah and the ark has several main characters. I’d like us to look at two of 

the players in the story - the water and the ark.  In this story, water symbolizes death.  It is the 

water of the flood that kills.  Its weight, its power, its ability to smother all make it an instrument 

of death.  Then there is the ark.  The ark rises above the water, it does not sink.  It’s an island of 

life in a sea of death.  Aboard the ark there is human life, outside the ark all people eventually 

die.  The ark provides protection. In the story God promises not to use water to destroy again, 

God decides instead to focuses us on another aspect of water.  God wanted to show us that he 

transforms death to life.   In that covenant, God essentially takes the water that was an instrument 

of human death and will use it as an instrument that brings life.   

 Water can be a powerful symbol of life and cleansing.  Without water we cannot live, it 

refreshes, it cools, and it cleans.   The water that in the flood was a symbol of human death is 

used by God to point to the life provided for us by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  We heard in the 

second reading: God patiently waited in the days of Noah … This prefigured baptism, which 

saves you now.  It is not a removal of dirt from the body but an appeal to God for a clear 

conscience.  In baptism water is used to symbolize something going on deep inside the person.  

As Peter indicates, it’s not just about cleaning on the outside - it’s effects are not just external - 

something else is happening.  The water of Baptism cleans us from sin, it refreshes us, and it 



gives us life.  Baptism is a journey across the water of death and into the ark God has provided 

for us.  

 We all can ask ourselves: “what is the water of death that I an journeying through”?  

Look around - life can be like a stormy sea with possibilities for physical, emotional, mental, and 

spiritual death all around.  The God who loves us is disregarded and disrespected, people ignore 

God’s reasonable commandments and try to deny the reality and action of this quiet and patient 

God.  We hear about such things as crime, lack of care for others, and school shootings - and this 

can make us wonder if there is any way out of this sea of death.  There is a way.  God has given 

us a lifeboat. 

 We heard today: Christ suffered for sins once, the righteous for the sake of the 

unrighteous, that he might lead you to God.  Jesus came to bring us good news.  That he had 

come to save us from our sins, save us from the hopelessness that comes from allowing ourselves 

to sink into the sea of death and despair that is around us.  Like the voice of God instructed Noah 

to build an ark, Jesus instructed his followers to build a church.  A church that would not be 

perfect, but that would last until the end of time.  A church that is made up of members who form 

the body of Jesus Christ which acts like an ark in the world giving us a safe island in a sea of 

death.   By passing through he waters of baptism we enter this ark, and by riding out the storm in 

the ark we get to the opposite shore - the place that God has provided for us.  

 As we bring our fears, worries, and sacrifices to Jesus in this Mass we have the chance to 

thinks about where we have hopped off the ark and into the stormy sea.   We have the chance to 

think of how we can serve God more faithfully, and be more loving to our neighbor.  We can 

reflect on how to be more in the ark, and less swimming in the sea of death that we find in the 

world.  Remember, God we not be force us to come into the ark.  God does not force or destroy, 

just guides in love and patiently waits. The only question is: do we try to swim towards the ark, 

or just hang out in the water until we drown?  As you come forward to receive the Eucharist 

today, maybe you can think of how you can move yourself from the water to the ark.  From 

believing that we are the highest authority, to following the way that our patient God has laid out 

for us.  From engagement in a world that tries to deny God, to the ark of faith that Jesus has 

provided us through the waters of baptism.  The longer we wait, the more chance to drown.  As 

Jesus reminds us in the Gospel: This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. 

Repent, and believe in the gospel.


